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This program prepares you for the challenges and rewards 
of a career in the Outside Electrical Industry – building and 
maintaining America’s electric power line systems – from the 
ground up.

Sponsored by the Northeastern Joint Apprenticeship and 
Training Committee for the Outside Electrical Industry.



earN while you learN
Learn to build foundations, erect poles and towers, string wires, build substations,  
install street lighting systems and make underground installations – on all kinds of 
terrain – in all kinds of weather.

Learn to maintain existing electrical service; to replace poles, conductors, insulators, 
transformers and other apparatus – even while lines are energized.

Learn through on-the-job-training, through at-home study of instruction manuals 
and through classroom instruction. Your Northeastern Apprentice Training Program 
is carefully organized, consisting of 7,000 hours of on-the-job training, requiring 
approximately 3½ years to complete. When you finish, you will understand electrical 
power transmission and distribution –from the ground up.

Upon satisfactory completion of the Northeastern Apprentice Training Program, the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers will accept you as a Journeyman 
Lineman. Your Northeastern Joint Apprenticeship and Training Committee for the 
Outside Electrical Industry is composed of representatives of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and Northeastern Line Constructors Chapter, NECA.



the challeNges
These are some of the many activities of a Journeyman Lineman, activities which you will 
master in the course of your apprentice training. You will learn, in addition to electrical work, 
elements of foundation construction, welding, heavy equipment operation, surveying, first 
aid, CPR, rigging and other skills. Mastery of the lineman’s trade makes you a very self-
reliant individual.

•   Haul poles, towers and materials over various terrain with 
heavy equipment, rigging and old-fashioned ingenuity

•   Dig holes for poles, anchors and foundations: dig trenches 
for underground systems using powered equipment and 
manual tools

•  Construct concrete foundations for towers
•   Assemble and erect towers. Linemen climb wood poles  

to 125 feet, steel poles to 200 feet, and steel towers to  
500 feet, or whatever heights may be required

•  String, splice, sag and deadend wires and cables
•   Install new wires and cables overhead, underground and 

on poles in circuits energized from 110 volts to 34,500 

volts and higher, with proper use of protective clothing and 
equipment

•   Install transformers in new and on existing construction, 
without service interruption

•  Install electrical service lines to customer facilities
•  Install street lights and traffic signals
•  Build substations
•  Repair electric facilities under stormy weather conditions
•  Align poles and towers with a surveyor’s transit
•   Operate line construction equipment. Employ special 

lineman’s tools to best advantage



the  

work  

of a  

liNemaN  

is hard

And it is risky. But it is also challenging. If you enjoy working  
outdoors; if you want a diversified non-routine job where you use both 
your head and your hands; if you can accept the challenge  
of lineman’s work, then join the Apprentice Training Program. And 
earn the rewards.



the rewards
Apprentice lineman training builds skills – from the ground up. Your skills will enable you 
to participate in all phases of construction and maintenance in the Outside Electrical 
Industry. This trade is one of the very few which builds an entire construction project from 
start to finish. In other types of construction, specialized trades participate in the project 
for varying lengths of time. But you will enjoy the satisfaction of building the entire project; 
doing something different everyday; building something where there was nothing. It’s a great 
feeling. And you will be helping to solve America’s urgent electric power needs.

Upon completion of apprentice training you will have acquired an education comparable 
to the technical program of a two year community college. It’s an education which you can 
take anywhere in the United States – anywhere in the world – wherever there is work. Your 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Union membership will be honored wherever 
you go. Self-reliance and travel are yours as a lineman. 

And the pay is great! In the course of your apprentice training you will be paid far more 
than the cost of a four year college education. Beginning pay for apprentices is 60% of a 
journeyman lineman’s wages. You receive 5% increases as you complete various phases 



of your training program, until finally you receive full journeyman’s pay. Pay rates vary 
between local union jurisdictions, with excellent fringe and retirement benefits.

Foremen and general foremen rise from the ranks of Northeastern Apprentice Training 
Program graduates. In these days of increased electric power needs, advancement 
is rapid. Some Northeastern Apprentice Training graduates eventually start their own 
contracting business in the Outside Electrical Industry. You can go as far as your 
ambitions and abilities lead you; the opportunity is there.

There’s a great feeling of freedom and well-being in outside work. As a lineman you 
will know the satisfaction of keeping physically fit and facing whatever nature can 
create. You will know the satisfaction of helping your fellow crew members complete 
a dangerous, difficult job. You will know the satisfaction of learning from experienced 
linemen how to do a job correctly and safely. You will know the meaning of the name 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.



the

NortheasterN 

appreNtice 

traiNiNg

program

The Northeastern Joint Apprenticeship and Training 
Committee for the Outside Electrical Industry provides 
apprentice linemen the following training program:

•   On-the-job training: a minimum of 7,000 hours total, over approximately  
3½ years.

•   Off-the-job training: 144 hours minimum for each year of apprenticeship.

•   The program is seven periods. Each period is clearly defined as to subject 
matter and hours of training required.

•   Off-the-job training provides basic theoretical and “how-to” knowledge. 
It supports on-the-job training as both progress in scope and difficulty. 
Study of your at-home course materials will give you the knowledge and the 
confidence to be effective – and safe – in the field.



Job safety and productivity are of the utmost importance to the Northeastern Joint 
Apprenticeship and Training Committee. Ours is a challenging and risky profession 
and our first concern is for a safe and healthy work environment. We believe that each 
apprentice can graduate as a skilled union craftsman, the most efficient and safest 
in the world. Because this can only be a reality in a drug-free environment, we have 
instituted a pre-employment drug testing program.

The Northeastern Apprentice Training Program is certified by the United States 
Department of Labor Bureau of Apprenticeship and Training as meeting its standards 
and policies.

When you complete the Northeastern Apprentice Training Program you will be 
thoroughly prepared – from the ground up – for the challenges and rewards of the 
Outside Electrical Industry.



•   You must be 18 years of age or older, have a valid driver’s license, receive a 
qualifying score on the NJATC Aptitude Test and be physically fit. Upon completion 
of the above qualifications you will be scheduled for a personal interview.

•   You must be able to obtain a Commercial Driver’s License.

•   You must be willing to work away from home anywhere within your local union 
jurisdiction and occasionally beyond.

•   You must learn to climb. You will be required to furnish your own climbing tools.

•   You must be able to function as a part of a highly skilled team, dependent on each 
other for safety and achievement.

•   You should like the outdoors.

•   You should like working with your head and your hands; the work is sometimes 
hazardous and strenuous.

•   You should have “perseverance” in order to complete your training program.  
(Once in this work for a year, virtually all apprentices say they are enthusiastic  
about the work and would not do any other kind of work.)

qualificatioNs 

for 

appreNticeship



there you have it – the challenges, the rewards, the training, the qualifications.  
is liNemaN’s work for you? 

If so, the Northeastern Joint Apprenticeship and Training Committee for the  
Outside Electrical Industry would like to send you an application for admission to  
the Northeastern Apprentice Training Program. If you meet the requirements listed, 
write to the following address for an application:

Northeastern Joint Apprenticeship and Training Committee (NEAT)
1513 Ben Franklin Highway
Douglassville, PA 19518-1939
610-326-2860

Or visit our website:
www.NEAT1968.org
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